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February is CTE Month!
What is Career and Technical Education (CTE)?

CTE prepares secondary, 
postsecondary, and adult students with 
technical, academic, and employability 
skills for success in the workplace and in 
further education.
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ÅIdea for Stephenson Area Career Center 
(SACC) began in late 1960s

ÅSACC later became Stephenson Area 
Vocational Technical Education System 
(SAVTES) in 1987

ÅSAVTES changed name to CareerTEC ɀthe 
Career and Technical Education 
Consortium ɀon July 1, 1999

History of
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Overview
ÅServe H.S. juniors and seniors from             

6 school districts and 7 local high schools
ÅDakota, Durand, Freeport, Orangeville, Pearl 

City, Pecatonica, and Aquin Central Catholic

ÅEFE #220 is one of 56 Education                
for Employment regions in Illinois.

ÅPrograms would be too costly for most 
high schools to pay alone; thus, share cost
ÅFunding: 57% local, 34% state, 8% federal,       

1% families
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Goals
ÅPrepare students for two-and 

four-year colleges, entry-level 
jobs, and/or technical schools
Å75% of all CTE learners enroll           

in postsecondary education after 
high school (www.careertech.org)

Å3ÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÌÅÁÒÎ ȰÓÏÆÔ ÓËÉÌÌÓȱ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ 
punctuality, critical thinking, and 
problem solving, communication 
skills

ÅGive students the opportunity to 
explore careers 5
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Illinois State Board of Education Equity Focus and State Goals

1. Increase postsecondary 
certificate, degree or 
credential

2.Strengthen education and 
workforce transition

3. Increase dual credit offerings
4.Responsiveness                        

to labor market
5.Recruit and retain                      

CTE teachers
6.Expand work-based learning 

for all students



As a parent, what would I want to know about CareerTEC?

Benefits to my son/daughter?

ÅEarn high school AND dual credit 
from Highland Community College 
for 10 of our 15 programs

ÅNetwork with people in the career 
field through job shadows, field 
trips, work-based learning 
opportunities, and/or clinical 
experiences

ÅAchieve Industry credentials

ÅMeet students from other schools

ÅAcquire life-long skills even if you 
ÄÏÎȭÔ ÇÏ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÁÒÅÅÒ

ÅBuild your future résumé with a 
foundation of knowledge and 
technical skills

ÅCommunity service

ÅExplore career options

ÅSafety is a priority from day one. 
Instruction includes how to use 
classroom tools and equipment 
safely

ÅLearn from excellent, experienced 
teachers that have actually 
worked in that career cluster

ÅEach school busses students to 
Freeport. For most schools, 
busses drop students off at 
Freeport H.S.  and another bus 
then will take your son or 
daughter to his or her class site.

Å Check with your local high school if 
they allow students to drive to 
CareerTEC.

ÅSchool discipline expectations 
extend to CareerTEC. Any issues 
are reported to the home school 
and parents/guardians.

ÅYour local high school pays the 
tuition to attend CareerTEC

ÅThere are some fees for families 
that cover things such as lab, 
tools, textbook, uniform, and 
registration fees, and they are 
subject to change.

Å If you are unable to pay these fees, 
you can apply through your home 
school for a waiver. Applications 
for a waiver must be completed 
and submitted during registration 
at your home school.

Å(ÏÐÅ ÙÏÕ ÁÇÒÅÅ ÉÔȭÓ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÔÏ 
spend a little bit of money and 
time now to determine if a career 
is right for your son or daughter 
rather than spend a lot of money 
and time later and andÌÅÁÒÎ ÉÔȭÓ 
not a good fit
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Will he/she be safe? What will be my cost?



Important Notes
ÅAll 15 programs in Freeport
Å St. John United Church of Christ, Highland College,                        

Freeport High School, and construction sites

ÅHighland College calendar vs. 
CareerTEC calendar
ÅMost HCC classes meet 4 days a week

Å Expectation that students attend CareerTEC classes 
even if their home school is not in session

ÅAll programs offer 2 years of study

ÅBoard of Control = Superintendents

ÅFunding: 57% local, 34% state,               
8% federal, 1% families 9



Programs
of Study

10

Go to www.careertec-il.org
for Course Catalog and Application


